
 
 

Monday:  Revealing God’s Grace 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to speak to you from His Word. 
 
READ:  Ephesians 3:1-3 
1  For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles  2  Surely you 
have heard about the  administration  of  God’s grace  that was given to me for you,  3  that is, 
the  mystery  made known to me by  revelation , as I have already written briefly. 
 
UNDERSTAND:   get a deeper understanding of the key words 

● Administration  (Greek:  oikonomia ): management, stewardship 
○ In Greek, this word refers to the management of household affairs. 
○ God gave Paul a mission to preach the gospel of grace (Colossians 1:25). 
○ In the same way we should be good stewards of God’s grace. 

● God’s Grace  (Greek:  theos charis ): God’s unearned favor and mercy 
○ Paul’s life purpose was to present God’s grace to the world. 
○ Paul is a great example that we should follow (1 Corinthians 11:1). 

● Mystery  (Greek:  mystērion ): hidden, secret, not obvious 
○ Paul often spoke of the gospel as a mystery or as something hidden. 
○ It is a mystery to those who do not believe or have not heard of it. 
○ When we believe it is because God has revealed the mystery to us. 
○ Also see 1 Corinthians 4:1 and Colossians 1:26-27; 2:2 

● Revelation  (Greek:  apokalypsis ): the disclosure of truth, seeing truth clearly 
○ God has to reveal His grace to us for us to understand and believe. 
○ Paul states that God’s grace had to be revealed to him (Galatians 1:12). 

 
APPLY:   What is this passage calling me to do? 
Paul was perhaps the greatest missionary for the gospel in all of history. God revealed the 
mystery of His grace to Paul and he went everywhere he could to reveal it to the world. In the 
same way, we are called to this mission of spreading the gospel. There are people all around 
us every day that need God’s grace. Since most people view Christianity as a religion, we have 
a responsibility to reveal to them that grace is the solution to religion.  
 
Make a list of the people around you that don’t have God’s grace. 
 
How often do you talk to them about the gospel? 
 
What keeps you from talking to them about the gospel? 
 
 
PRAY:   Ask God to help you reveal His grace to the world around you. 
 

   



 
 

Tuesday:  Greater Insight 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to speak to you from His Word. 
 
READ:  Ephesians 3:4-6 
4  In reading this, then, you will be able to  understand  my  insight  into the  mystery of Christ , 
5  which was not made known to people  in other generations  as it has now been  revealed  by 
the Spirit to God’s holy  apostles  and  prophets .  6  This mystery is that through the gospel the 
Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in 
the promise in Christ Jesus. 
 
UNDERSTAND:   get a deeper understanding of the key words 

● Understand  (Greek:  noeō ): to perceive with the mind 
○ Can also mean “consider” or “reflect” (2 Timothy 2:7). 
○ Understanding requires faith (Hebrews 11:1-3). 

● Insight  (Greek:  synesis ): flowing together or putting together in the mind 
○ The Holy Spirit gives us understanding and insight (Colossians 1:9). 
○ Understanding and insight was always Paul’s goal (Colossians 2:2). 

● Mystery of Christ  (Greek:  mystērion Christos ): the hidden truth of the gospel 
○ The gospel is a mystery to those who do not believe. 
○ Part of the mystery is Christ living in us (Colossians 1:27). 
○ Paul outlined the mystery in 1 Timothy 3:16. 

● In Other Generations  (Greek:  heteros genea ): former multitudes of people 
○ Christ (the Messiah) was not completely revealed in the Old Testament. 
○ Therefore, generations of people did not fully understand the Messiah. 
○ The New Testament reveals the mystery of Christ (Colossians 1:26). 

● Revealed  (Greek:  apokalyptō ): to uncover, to make known, to make clear 
● Apostles  (Greek:  apostolos ): the first followers of Christ, the New Testament writers 
● Prophets  (Greek:  prophētēs ): spokesmen for God 

 
APPLY:   What is this passage calling me to do? 
The goal of Paul’s writings and sermons was to help people understand the gospel clearly. He 
wanted everyone to understand the insight he received from God. This is why reading and 
studying God’s word is vital to the Christian life. There is no other way to understand the 
gospel and God’s will for humanity. This is why so many churchgoers struggle to live out God’s 
word. You can live what you don’t know. 
 
How much time do you spend reading and studying God’s word? 
 
What do you need to stop doing so you can spend more time with God? 
 
 
PRAY:   Ask God to help you gain a greater understanding of His word. 
 

   



 
 

Wednesday: God is Great in the Least of Us 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to speak to you from His Word. 
 
READ:  Ephesians 3:7-9 
7  I became a  servant  of this gospel by the  gift  of God’s grace given me through the  working  of 
his power.  8  Although I am  less than the least  of all the Lord’s people, this grace was given 
me: to preach to the Gentiles the  boundless  riches of Christ,  9  and to  make plain  to everyone 
the  administration  of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created 
all things. 
 
UNDERSTAND:   get a deeper understanding of the key words 

● Servant  (Greek:  diakonos ): minister, one who executes the commands of another 
○ Believers are called to be servants of Christ. 
○ We serve Christ no matter the consequences (2 Corinthians 6:1-10). 

● Gift  (Greek:  dōrea ): something freely given at the cost of the giver 
● Working  (Greek:  energeia ): the effective, supernatural activity of God 

○ This Greek word is always used in the New Testament to refer to God’s work. 
○ The working of our power cannot produce anything worthy of God’s grace. 

● Less than the Least  (Greek:  elachistos ): the very least in rank 
○ Since Paul started out persecuting Christians, he was a humble servant. 
○ Paul often referred to himself as the least of the apostles (1 Corinthians 15:9). 

● Boundless  (Greek:  anexichniastos ): unfathomable, cannot be comprehended 
○ The riches of Christ are far beyond our understanding. 
○ Paul also describes this in Romans 11:33. 

● Make Plain  (Greek:  phōtizō ): to bring to light, enlighten, give clear understanding 
○ Also seen in Paul’s prayer for the Ephesian believers (Ephesians 1:18). 
○ True life has been brought to light through Christ (2 Timothy 1:10). 

● Administration  (Greek:  oikonomia ): management, stewardship 
 
APPLY:   What is this passage calling me to do? 
We cannot call ourselves Christians if we are not servants of Christ. All believers in the gospel 
must also be servants of the gospel. Of course we are not worthy of this calling. Paul wasn’t 
worthy either. Paul (formerly Saul) came on the scene as the head enemy of the gospel. Yet 
God saved him and called him to serve the world with the gospel. Even the very least can 
become great in the kingdom of God. Therefore, we can serve God gladly. 
 
In what ways are you serving Christ? 
 
Is there anything holding you back from serving Christ? 
 
 
PRAY:   Ask God to help you be a worthy servant of His grace. 
 

   



 
 

Thursday:  God’s Intent 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to speak to you from His Word. 
 
READ:  Ephesians 3:10-11 
10  His  intent  was that now,  through the church , the  manifold wisdom  of God should be 
made known  to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms,  11  according to his  eternal 
purpose  that he  accomplished  in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
UNDERSTAND:   get a deeper understanding of the key words 

● Intent  (Greek:  hina ): so that, in order that, for the purpose of 
● Through the Church  (Greek:  dia  ekklēsia ): the gathering/assembly of God’s people 
● Manifold Wisdom  (Greek:  polypoikilos sophia ): much varied supreme intelligence 

○ God’s wisdom is foolish to unbelievers (1 Corinthians 1:19). 
○ God’s wisdom is perfect because His ways are supreme. 
○ God’s uses His church to reveal His wisdom (1 Corinthians 1:21, 30). 
○ Also see 1 Corinthians 2:1-7. 

● Made Known  (Greek:  gnōrizō ): to gain knowledge of, to know thoroughly 
● Eternal Purpose  (Greek:  aiōn prothesis ): unbroken and everlasting plan 

○ Grace was God’s plan from eternity (2 Timothy 1:9). 
○ Our purpose is always subject to God’s purpose. 

● Accomplished  (Greek:  poieō ): carried out, brought to completion 
 
APPLY:   What is this passage calling me to do? 
According to this passage, God’s plan before the beginning of time was to save and use His 
people to display His wisdom and purpose. God’s way of displaying His purpose and power is 
through His church. Therefore, our purpose in gathering together as the people of God is to 
learn and live out the wisdom of God.  
 
Do you consider yourself a wise person? Why or why not? 
 
How can you display godly wisdom in your life? 
 
How does this passage help you understand your purpose? 
 
 
PRAY:   Ask God to help learn and live out a life of godly wisdom. 
 

   



 
 

Friday:  Glorious Suffering 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to speak to you from His Word. 
 
READ:  Ephesians 3:12-13 
12   In him  and  through faith  in him we may  approach  God with  freedom  and  confidence .  13  I 
ask you, therefore, not to be  discouraged  because of my  sufferings  for you, which are  your 
glory . 
 
UNDERSTAND:   get a deeper understanding of the key words 

● In Him  (Greek:  en hos ): by him, with him 
○ In Christ we live and move (Acts 17:28). 
○ Paul wanted to be in Christ in every way (Philippians 3:8-10). 

● Through Faith  (Greek:  dia pistis ): through confident and constant conviction 
○ God gives us the gift of faith so we can approach Him, but also for many other 

reasons: to make us righteous and justified (Romans 3:22; 5:1), to make us His 
children (Galatians 3:26), to save us (Ephesians 2:9), to put Christ in our hearts 
(Ephesians 3:17), to shield our salvation to the end (1 Peter 1:5). 

● Approach  (Greek:  prosagōgē ): to bring or move toward, to gain access  
○ This comes through faith as a result of being justified by God (Romans 5:1-3). 
○ Because God has justified us, we are now acceptable to Him. 

● Freedom  (Greek:  parrēsia ): boldness, ability to speak freely, openly, honestly 
● Confidence  (Greek:  pepoithēsis ): trust, reliance (Hebrews 4:16; 10:19) 
● Discouraged  (Greek:  egkakeō ): to lose heart (1 Corinthians 4:11-12) 
● Sufferings  (Greek:  thlipsis ): trials, tribulations, pains 

○ Here Paul is specifically referring to being in prison while he’s writing. 
○ Suffering is required for our sanctification (the process of being made holy). 

That process is found in Romans 5:1-5. 
○ Paul’s response to suffering is found in 1 Corinthians 4:1-8. 

● Your Glory  (Greek:  sy doxa ): leading to a greater state or condition 
○ Suffering eventually ends in glory (Romans 8:18). 
○ God uses suffering to spread the gospel (Philippians 1:12-14). 

 
APPLY:   What is this passage calling me to do? 
This passage states that through our faith in Christ we can approach a holy God with freedom 
and confidence. In light of that fact, we can also find peace in whatever suffering we may 
experience. Paul says that his sufferings were for the glory of others. If Paul hadn’t 
experienced so much suffering in his missionary journeys, he would have never learned how 
God uses suffering in our lives. The same is true for all of us. Suffering is required for spiritual 
growth. 
 
What suffering have you experienced in your life? 
 
What did you learn? What spiritual growth did you experience? 
 
PRAY:   Ask God to help you have freedom and confidence, even in suffering. 



 
 

Saturday: Prepare for Sunday 
 
REVIEW:   Take a few minutes to make a list of what you’ve learned this week. 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to use this time to help you get familiar with Sunday’s scripture passage. 
 
READ: Ephesians 3:14-21 
14  For this l I kneel before the Father,  15  from whom every family in heaven and on earth 
derives its name.  16  I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power 
through his Spirit in your inner being,  17  so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. 
And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love,  18  may have power, together with all 
the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ,  19 
and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all 
the fullness of God. 
20  Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 
his power that is at work within us,  21  to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 
 
THINK:    Go ahead and underline key words and phrases. 
 
Start thinking about what this passage is saying. 

● What stands out to you in this passage? 
● What do you think is the main idea? 
● What parts are confusing or hard to understand? 
● How might this passage help you to follow Jesus better? 

 
PRAY:   Ask God to prepare you for tomorrow’s worship service. 

 


